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I.
THE AUSTRO-GERMAN ALLIANCE OF 1879.
(a)
Protocol between the Austro-Hungarian and German Governments describing the preliminary steps towards an Alliance.    Vienna, September 24, 1879.
PROTOCOL.
The undersigned, Count Andrassy, Minister of the Imperial Household and of Foreign Affairs of Austria-Hungary, and Prince Bismarck, Chancellor of the German Empire, met at Vienna on the 24th day of September, 1879, to take counsel together as to what, according to their conscientious conviction, it might behoove their Exalted Sovereigns to devise and to do for the security and tranquillity of their peoples and for the preservation and consolidation of the peace of Europe.
The Chancellor of the German Empire declared on this occasion that he was empowered to present on behalf of His Majesty the German Emperor the proposal for an agreement, according to the terms of which both Powers should reciprocally engage to take further steps for the maintenance of peace and especially for the cultivation of their friendly relations with Russia; but, in case one of them should be attacked by one or more Powers, to repel this attack jointly.
Count Andrassy declared himself to be in agreement with the ideas underlying this proposal; on the other hand, however, he had serious doubts as to the conclusion of an agreement of such form and scope as that proposed by the German Imperial Chancellor: doubts which he was unable to repress, and which would not permit him to recommend to his Most Exalted Sovereign the acceptance of the proffered proposal in its abovementioned wording.
1 Original: St. A., Polit. Arch., Sammlung der geheimen Vertragsurkunden, n. 7, Geheimakten, II, yb.